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Day of Culture 2009: Thursday, October 8, 2009
 
Last we year, we launched Oregon’s Day of Culture as an occasion to celebrate, participate in and donate to Oregon culture, statewide. October 8’s Day of Culture, marking the effective date of Oregon’s unique and powerful cultural tax credit, kicks off the fall fundraising season, not just for the Trust but for all of Oregon’s cultural nonprofits and Trust coalitions.

Day of Culture 2009 will be a grassroots effort.  The Trust’s role will be to promote work that you are already doing.   There will be a Day of Culture page on our website, with a searchable database of events taking place from October 1 – 8.  That database will be populated with information provided by you that will include link-through to your own Day of Culture, ticket buying and donation pages.  There will be a Day of Culture toolkit with logos; poster, sticker and ad templates; sample press releases and newsletter articles so you can promote your Day of Culture.

The Trust will buy advertising and radio underwriting to promote Day of Culture, statewide.  In cities that allow it, we will hang Day of Culture banners.  We actively seek cross-promotional opportunities; please send us your ideas and suggestions.

That’s just the beginning.  Let’s get culture out on the street.  Let’s celebrate from morning until night. Here are a few ideas on how to get cultural buzz going.
· Write a letter to the editor or opinion piece for the paper; or give a radio interview 
· Speak on culture at a civic or business club breakfast or host a lunch with a cultural speaker

· Plan readings at the  library; lectures at the historical society; back stage tours at the theater; or pre-concert talks

· Hold a photo contest of interesting culture-plated cars
· Stage performances in unexpected places like coffee bars, department stores,  bus stops or the town square
· Create an open-mic opportunity at the library, where folks can share their cultural favorite moments on video 

· Host a House Party.  Pass the hat for your organization and then remind folks to claim their tax credit by making a matching gift to the Trust
The Day of Culture event planner will be on board soon.  In the meantime, please begin sending us your ideas.
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