Guidelines for the Unnamed OYAN Graphic Novel List


Objective

To publish an annual list of 15 recommended graphic novels and comic book collections for teens to be made available each Fall in the early portion of the school year.

Rationale

OYAN produces the list of high interest reads for teens to help teens, parents, librarians and teachers enjoy great new Young Adult graphic novels for recreational reading.

Procedures

List Coordinator

The Chair shall appoint a List Coordinator to manage the nomination & voting process.  This appointment shall be made by the OYAN Winter Membership Meeting.  The coordinator’s duties will be as follows:

1. Request nominations of books to be sent electronically to the coordinator or designated assistants selected from the OYAN membership –OR-added by the nominator to the OYAN blog or wiki if that option is available.
2. Ensure that nominees meet the criteria.

3. Maintain the list of nominated titles in table format. The nominations list will include: author, title, publication date (month and year), genre, and the number of nominations the title has received.

4. Make monthly requests for more nominees and send an updated list of nominees to the membership. Highlight recently added titles.  Special reviews, dates for voting, and voting criteria may be included at the discretion of the coordinator.  

5. Manage the voting process.

6. Finalize the list and prepare for both print & digital publication.

Communication

The Coordinator shall use electronic forms of communication as much as possible throughout this process.

Criteria for Nominations

A. All nominated books must be published between May 1 of the current year and April 30 of the following year.  

B. Only books written in or translated into English will be considered.
Criteria for Final Selection

Whenever possible, the list shall consist of the following: 
A. A wide variety of genres is desirable.  It may include fantasy, suspense, mystery, historical fiction, science fiction, romance, sports, adventure, animal stories, growing up, contemporary realism, poetry and non-fiction.  A title may fulfill more than one criterion. The following will be mandatory each year:
a. At least one non-fiction title

b. At least three titles published by a non-major publisher.

c. At least three titles published by publisher located in the Pacific Northwest.

d. At least three trade collections of comics originally released as separate issues.

e. At least three titles created in the manga style.

f. At least three titles should be published by a major publisher.
B. A variety of books for younger and older teens must be included.

C. A balance between male and female protagonists is desirable.
D. Only one book per author, per genre will be included.
E. Only one title in a series will be considered per year (it does not need to be the first volume).
F. The list should reflect multicultural diversity.
Timeline

· Oct. 1-15: First request for title nominations.  This request will include publishing criteria, the Coordinator’s contact information, and to whom nominations shall be sent.

· Monthly: Updates & requests for additional titles.

· June. 1: Nominations close.

· June. 15: Preliminary voting opens.

· July. 15: Preliminary voting closes.

· Late July - Summer Membership Meeting: A list of titles will be developed from the preliminary votes and presented to the members in attendance at the summer meeting.  The members will then discuss and consider the highest voted titles within the context of selection criteria.  Additional titles may be nominated to ensure that the final list is well balanced. These additional titles shall be put to electronic vote of the full OYAN membership.  
· Aug. 1: Secondary Voting Opens

· Sept 1: Secondary Voting Closes

· Sept 15: Final list prepared for print & electronic distribution.


