The Numbers in Oregon and Yamhill County
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· 20% of children in Oregon were not ready to learn when they started kindergarten in 2008.  Oregon Progress Board.  (2009). Oregon benchmarks:  County data.  Retrieved December 31, 2009 from http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/2009Report/DataTables_02-02-09.pdf 
· 24% of children in Yamhill County were not ready to learn when they started kindergarten in 2006.  Oregon Progress Board.  (2008). Oregon benchmarks:  County data.  Retrieved December 31, 2009 from http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/CountyData.shtml#Benchmark_Data___All_Counties 
· 38% of three and four year olds in Oregon who qualified for Head Start are not enrolled because there is not enough space for them to attend.  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.

· 41% of three and four year olds in Yamhill County who qualify for Head Start are not enrolled because there is not enough space for them to attend.  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.

· 4.2% of high school students in Oregon dropped out of school in 2007.  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.

· 4.6% of high school students in Yamhill County dropped out of school in 2006.  Children First for Oregon.  (2007).  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.
· 82% of Americans in prison are high school dropouts.  Trelease, J.  (2001).  The read-aloud handbook.  New York:  Penguin.
· 16.9% of 0-17 year olds in Oregon live in poverty. Children First for Oregon.  (2007).  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.
· 15.1% 0-17 year olds in Yamhill County live in poverty. Children First for Oregon.  (2007).  Children First for Oregon.  (2008).  Report card 2008:  The status of children in Oregon.  .  Retrieved December 31, 2009 http://www.cffo.org/.
Early Literacy and Summer Reading Research

90% of brain development happens by the age of 6.  
Jack P. Shonkoff and Deborah A. Phillips, From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Development, (National Academy Press, 2000).
Most children who begin first grade with the ability to read fairly well have grown up with lots of print around them and adults who shared it with them.  
Salvadore, M.B.  (2003). Reading Rockets @ Your Library:  A Toolkit for Librarians.  Washington D.C.:  Greater Washington Educational Telecommunications Association, Inc.  

The prime predictor of school success or failure is a child’s vocabulary upon entering school.  The words he or she already knows determines how much of what the teacher says will be understood.  
Trelease, J.  (2001). The read-aloud handbook.  New York:  Penguin.
On average, six year olds from professional families have 20,000 words in their vocabulary, while six year olds from welfare families know 3,000 words.  
Risley, T.  (1995).  Meaningful differences in the everyday experience of young American children.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul Brookes.  

Children who are behind in reading when they start first grade only have a 1 in 8 chance of ever catching up to grade level. 
“Facts About Childhood Literacy,” Education Commission of the States, 2001: http//www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/29/81/2981.htm.
One-third of the 9th Grade reading achievement gap can be attributed to young children who begin school already behind due to unequal access to early learning opportunities; the remaining two-thirds can be attributed to unequal access to summer learning opportunities; and parents, as their child’s first and best teacher, need to model reading to delve deeper into their own interests and reading for fun. 
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Mraz, M. and Rasinski, T.V. (2007). “Summer Reading Loss.” The Reading Teacher, 60(8)

Summer vacation can cause average students to lose up to one month of instruction, and disadvantaged students who lack access to quality summer programs and reading material can lose more than one month of the knowledge and skills they gained while they were in school the previous year. 

Cooper, H., Nye B., Linsey J., et al. (1996). "The Effects of Summer Vacation on Achievement Test Scores: A Narrative and Meta‐Analytic Review." Review of Educational Research, no. 66, 227‐268.

Children and teens benefit most from hybrid programs that combine free reading and choice—a principal of positive youth development—with guided enrichment that develops background information to support learning.
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Miller, B. M. (2007) "The Learning Season: The Untapped Power of Summer to Advance Student Achievement." Nellie Mae Education Foundation, 1‐70.
“Research spanning 100 years shows that students typically score lower on standardized tests at the end of summer vacation than they do on the same tests at the beginning of the summer.” 
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