Where and How to Get Books
Which one of the following statements is the most important aspect of your giveaway book project?  Your answer will help you make decisions as you look for books.
· Increase the number of books in one child’s home?

· Provide books that one or two children will read again and again, and still have years from now?

· Provide books that many children will handle frequently?

Tips for Getting Books: http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/node/17375 
· Contact booksellers/distributers and ask about donations or deep discounts

· Hold a book fair (set specific criteria defining the type of books)
· Hold a “recycle gently used children’s books” event

· Seek local funds and donations to purchase books

· Purchase used children’s books from Friends of Library book sales

Good Deals on Books and Book Giveaway Programs:

· Libri Foundation http://www.librifoundation.org/ 
· Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library http://www.imaginationlibrary.com/
· First Book http://www.firstbook.org/site/c.lwKYJ8NVJvF/b.674095/k.CCA8/First_Book_Homepage.htm 
· LEF Books http://www.lefbooks.org/ 

· Reading is Fundamental http://www.rif.org/how/startprogram/default.mspx 

· Scholastic Book Fair BIG Event Warehouse Sale http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/events/ 

· Scholastic Literacy Partnerships http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/literacypartnerships/ 
Other Sources for Books (they often offer discounts so be on the lookout!)

· Barnes and Noble http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/childrens-books-kids-books/379000120/ 

· Boon Bridge Books http://www.boonebridgebooks.com/childrens_page.php 
· Independent Publishers Group http://www.ipgbook.com/ 

· Ingram Books iCatalogs http://www.ingrambook.com/programs/catalogs/icatalogs.asp 

· Publishers Group West http://www.pgw.com/home/catalogs.aspx 
Literacy Grants:

· Oregon Community Foundation (local) http://www.oregoncf.org/ 

· Meyer Memorial Trust (local) http://www.mmt.org/ 

· The Ford Family Foundation (local) http://www.tfff.org/
· Library Services and Technology Act competitive grants (local): http://www.oregon.gov/OSL/LD/LSTAcomp.shtml  

· Oregon Foundation DataBook (local)—this is available to check out from Multnomah County Library, any public library in Clackamas County, any public library in Washington County, and most college and university libraries too.

· Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy http://www.barbarabushfoundation.com/site/c.jhLSK2PALmF/b.4344531/k.BD31/Home.htm 

· Education and Literacy Grants http://www.fundsnetservices.com/searchresult.php?sbcat_id=6 

· National Institute for Literacy http://www.nifl.gov/nifl/grants_contracts/grants.html 

· Target Early Childhood Reading Grants http://sites.target.com/site/en/company/page.jsp?contentId=WCMP04-031821 

· Verizon http://foundation.verizon.com/grant/guidelines.shtml 

· US Department of Education Grants http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/grantapps/index.html 

· WHO Foundation (Women Helping Others) http://www.whofoundation.org/Funding/WHO_FundingEd.asp 

· The Big Read http://www.neabigread.org/ 

· Innovations in Reading http://www.nationalbook.org/innovations_in_reading.html 

· American Library Association Awards, Grants, and Scholarships http://tiny.cc/rdr2c 

How to Select Books 

What to look for when selecting books for babies:

· Simple, clear, and colorful pictures—with or without words

· Bright patterns or pictures with high contrast

· Real life pictures of babies, people, animals, and real things 

· Rhythm, rhymes, songs, and simple poems

· Stories told with short, simple sentences—minimal text

· Board books easy for little hands to hold

· Cloth or soft vinyl books that are easy to wash and hold
What to look for when selecting books for toddlers:

· Books with objects to name and identify

· Illustrated song books and movement stories

· Stories with sensory appeal—textures, smells, and sounds

· Stories that get your child to participate by repeating sentences or patterns so your child can “read” with you

· Books that introduce numbers and colors

· Books with simple stories and predictable endings
What to look for when selecting books for preschoolers:

· Funny characters in silly situations

· Stories about families, friends, school, and relationships

· Books about your child’s concerns, feelings, and real life experiences—having a new baby, being afraid of the dark

· Stories with more action and description

· Counting books, ABC books, shapes, opposites, sizes

· Nonfiction with accurate information and detailed pictures

· Books that begin to show them the bigger world 

Characteristic of High-Quality Books:
· Quality Content—is it age appropriate, is the topic of high interest to the child, does it meet the other criteria listed above for selecting books?

· Quality printing—is the text and color consistent throughout the book, are the text or illustrations faded/brighter on some pages, does the color seem to be not quite right?

· Quality paper—does it feel like it will rip or fold easily, is like a mass-market adult paperback which will fade easily, absorb liquids really fast and hold in odors like cooking smells or smoke?

· Quality binding—are there staples that will fall out, can you see the glue on the binding, does it seem like it will fall apart if the child isn’t really careful with it, is the cover sturdy or will it rip or fold easily?

Need more specific book ideas, check out these resources:

· Contact your local public library and ask the childern’s librarian to help you select appropriate books for the children participating in your project http://www.oregonauthors.org/libraries/ 

· Characteristics of books supporting each early literacy skill http://www.earlylit.net/earlylit/bkcharskill.pdf 

· Beyond the Journal http://journal.naeyc.org/btj/archive.asp 

· RFHF: Booklists http://www.oregon.gov/OSL/LD/youthsvcs/rfhf.book.selection.shtml 

· RFHF: Where to Find Books in Other Languages http://www.oregon.gov/OSL/LD/youthsvcs/rfhf.book.other.langs.shtml
· Polychrome Books http://www.polychromebooks.com/ 

· Lee and Low http://www.leeandlow.com/ 

· Cinco Puntos Press http://www.cincopuntos.com/ 

